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Press Release Date: 12th July 2022 
 
Positive news for the continuation of local mental health support services 
 
Woking Mind and Catalyst signal good news for the continuation of Woking Mind’s mental health support 
services. 
 
Woking Mind and Catalyst have been in active conversations, following announcement of Woking Mind’s 
closure at the end of August 2022. Final details are to be confirmed but the intention is that Catalyst will 
take over all client services currently provided by Woking Mind, except for the counselling service, from 
the beginning of August. 6 frontline members of Woking Mind staff will transfer to Catalyst, and it is 
hoped that many of the volunteers who support the work of Woking Mind will continue to do so through 
Catalyst 
  
Catalyst, a not-for-profit charitable company, with over 30 years’ experience providing a range of 
services and support for people in Surrey, sub-contracts Woking Mind under the Community 
Connections contract to deliver services in Woking.  

Sue Murphy, Chief Executive Officer at Catalyst, said: “The news of Woking Mind's closure was 
received with sadness, making it crucial that we have discussions with the team there about prioritising 
employees and clients in our decision-making. Because of this, Catalyst will continue to help support 
clients' emotional wellbeing under Community Connections. We are excited to welcome the Woking Mind 
employees to Catalyst and hope that the volunteers who assist in service delivery with employees will 
also want to move to Catalyst.” 

Catalyst’s aim is to continue to run Woking Mind’s services, from the same locations with the same staff, 
so that support for clients can be maintained and any impact of the closure of Woking Mind is minimised. 

Peter Christmas, Chair of Trustees at Woking Mind, said: “We are so pleased that Catalyst will be 
taking over our services from August. This is the best outcome we could’ve hoped for, for both clients 
and our frontline staff who will be transferring to Catalyst to continue to run these services.” 
 
Tony Bennett, the Chief Executive of Woking Mind, said: “The last few weeks have been incredibly 
unsettling so there is a sense of relief knowing that existing support for clients will not be disrupted and 
that all our staff who wish to transfer to Catalyst will be able to do so. We are working very closely with 
the Catalyst team on the finer details to ensure a smooth transition.” 
 
Further details the about the transfer of services will be confirmed in the following weeks.  
 
Woking Mind are continuing to explore options with local organisations to carry on their counselling and 
mindfulness services, which continue to operate for existing clients. 
 
For more information about Catalyst and the mental health and wellbeing services available, visit: 
www.catalystsupport.org.uk or email communications@catalystsupport.org.uk  
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NOTES FOR EDITOR 
 
For further information please contact: 
 
• Tony Bennett, Woking Mind: tony@wokingmind.org.uk 
• Gemma Johnston, Catalyst: gemma.johnston@catalystsupport.org.uk 

About Catalyst 
 
Catalyst is a not-for-profit charitable company, with over 30 years’ experience providing a range of 
services and support for people in Surrey. It works across three main areas: Mental Health and 
Wellbeing, Drug and Alcohol and Specialist Outreach, offering non-medical interventions and support in 
a friendly, accessible, professional, and non-judgmental way.  


